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the help of Ishmaei To the latter the angel Gabriel gave
a stone (originally white, but later made black by the sins
of the people) to mark the corner. This is described as
an aerolite, some seven inches across, in shape an irregular
oval, inserted in the south-east corner of the Ka'aba, four or
five feet from the ground. The building itself is a large
cube, measuring eighteen paces by fourteen and about
thirty-five feet high. The present construction dates from
1627, the previous building having been overthrown by a
flood. But this was only one of many reconstructions since
the time of Abraham, not .the least important taking place
when the grandfather of Mohammed was its custodian. The
first man to surround it with a mosque was the caliph "Omar.
It is protected by the kis'weh, a huge black covering, a mixt-
ure of cotton and silk, interwoven with seven chapters of
the Koran, which are legible from a distance. A verse
from the book is also found on the golden band which runs
around the kisweh. This covering, brought from Cairo by
especial caravan, is renewed every year at the time of the
hajj. There is little to see inside this celebrated building
beyond a pretty pavement and some good tapestries, but
the guardians are very importunate. Burton, who left
seven dollars behind him, was congratulated, when he
emerged, on having escaped with his skin. Shut up in the
close, windowless room, encircled by the fierce, extortionate
Meccans, he had felt like a rat in a trap.
The night of this third day the pilgrim usually spends at
Mftna. After the sacrifice, or after the ceremony of stoning,
in case he does not sacrifice, he resumes his ordinary dress,
and may once more have his hair cut, his head shaved, and
his nails pared. The next three days, called Ayyam'-et-
Tashrtk', or the days of drying flesh (a horrible commentary
on the sanitary conditions after the holocaust), should be
spent at Mftna. Each day the pilgrim should throw seven
stones at each of the three pillars called devils. Then Mtoa,
suddenly deserted of its teeming population, resumes its or-
dinary deserted appearance for another year. Before leav-
ing Mecca the pilgrim drinks once more from the well Zem-
Zem, again makes the circumambulation of the Ka'aba, and

